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The facts:

Just 20-30% of theatre is made by colored artist

fIRST TIME - Florenz Ziegfeld invited Williams to be a headliner in his Follies of 1910, making 
him the first Black to perform on Broadway as an equal alongside whites

-Arguably the best-known Black musical ever to play on Broadway, Porgy and Bess was written by a trio of white men: the 
brothers George and Ira Gershwin and DuBose Heyward, a southerner who wrote the novel Porgy about a crippled beggar 
who lives in the poor Black fishing community 



Example

- A federal court in New York has held that a Broadway musical’s casting decisions—specifically replacing one actor with 

another actor of a different race—are shielded by the First Amendment from employment discrimination claims, in a 

decision that could have implications across the entertainment industry

- In Moore v. Hadestown Broadway LLC, the plaintiff, a Black woman, brought race discrimination and retaliation claims 

under federal and New York laws against her former employer, the producer of the Tony Award-winning musical 

Hadestown. The court dismissed the plaintiff’s race discrimination claims, finding that the employment decisions at issue 

implicated Hadestown Broadway LLC’s (“Hadestown”) First Amendment rights
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